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BEST HEART ON YOUR SLEEVE
Harold Balink

Chef Harold Balink not only pours his heart and 
soul into the creative cuisine as the chef at Cru, he 
wears that heart on his sleeve. This gentle giant is not 

afraid to let his friends and fans into his home, not 
just his kitchen. His emotional posts on social media 
include musings during the deaths of loved ones 
and pets, his wife’s battle with cancer, and always 
some mode of gratitude. After baring it all, he suits 
up, cooks some of the best food in Fort Myers and 
embraces his patrons... literally.

BEST PLACE TO MEAT UP
Rosy Tomorrow’s Heritage Farm

This meat market is 
not a thumpin’ bar, but a 
peaceful farm in North 
Fort Myers, where Rose 
O’Dell King and her staff 
lovingly raise a variety of 
heritage-breed animals. 
They are grass-fed and 
hormone free, regardless 
what day of the month 
it is. Purchase the tasty 
beef, pork and chicken 
at Market Days every 
Wednesday at the pictur-
esque farm. 

BEST PLACE TO BEE
Harold P. Curtis Honey Co.

In all of Southwest Florida, from Marco Island to 
Port Englewood, there’s no better place to bee than 
the Harold P. Curtis Honey Co. in LaBelle.

The company has been selling fine honey since 
1954, but something new was added to the side of its 
building on Bridge Street this spring.

Artist Matthew Willey painted a mural on the south 
side of the building. The mural includes bees and 
hopes to evoke concern for the plight of bees, which 
are endangered and critical to humanity’s food supply.

Mr. Willey’s work is more than a pretty picture — 
it’s a reminder of why honeybees are important to 
people.
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